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When I first began to study the gospel lesson for today, I had to step back for a 

moment and reflect on what it is. It is an assortment of sentences, each one a 

statement that is able to stand by itself. It is very dense with a whole lot of meaning 

packed in there. And because of those, the reader might be inclined to ask, “What am 

I supposed to do this?” Which then led me to the realization that this gospel lesson 

today is the scriptural equivalent of a fruitcake. There is something in there for 

everyone, but we don’t really know what to make of the whole of it. So rather than 

tucking away this gospel lesson on the proverbial pantry shelf until we forget about it, 

I believe the best way to make use of this biblical fruitcake is to focus on one aspect 

of it.  

In verse 33, Jesus says, “If you do good to those who do good to you, what 

credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.” Jesus rephrases the question a 

couple of other ways: if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? if you 

lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? These are 

each making the same point. When we walk with Jesus, the way we relate with one 

another is different than the way the world does. Namely, when we walk with Jesus, it 

is not transactional. The way the world operates is very transactional. Whether it is at 

work, school, home, or even at church, we are prone to make decisions about what 

we offer to others based on our expectation of what we will get in return. Even 

altruistic actions can have transactional components to them. I mean, volunteering for 

charity can’t hurt a college application, right? 

1 



 
 

The point that Jesus is making is that we -- as the church, as a congregation -- 

are at our best when we abandon that transactional mentality. He says to love, do 

good, and give to others without expecting anything in return. Being generous, 

merciful, and loving simply because God is so toward us. Can we as a congregation be 

generous, merciful, and loving to the community around us with no other motives? 

At last month’s annual meeting, the outgoing chair of our Council -- Kori 

Brown -- shared with us the goals that the Council had adopted to be the 

congregation’s vision for the next five years. I promise that you will soon start seeing 

those communicated more. For the time being, I’ll give you a verbal refresher of the 

four goals. First is to conduct a full assessment of the structural needs of our church 

building and the ministries it hosts, and then plan accordingly. Second is to restructure 

some areas of our ministries so that we have ministry teams that are intentionally 

geared for evangelism, fellowship, and congregational care. Third, we want to see our 

congregation grow the percentage of its benevolent giving to our surrounding 

community and to the broader church. Fourth, we believe the Spirit is calling us 

develop a summer program that ministers to children in the surrounding community 

that improves their lives nutritionally, materially, and spiritually. 

As you think about those goals today and in the months to come, I hope you 

will prayerfully consider how you personally can help move these goals from vision to 

fruition. And as we make this journey together over the next five years, I hope that we 

can keep in mind Jesus’ words today: “If you do good to those who do good to you, 

what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. ...Expect nothing in return.” 

Can we serve the broader community’s needs without the expectation that they are 

going to start joining us here on Sunday mornings? Can we be generous, merciful, and 

loving just because God is first generous, merciful, and loving toward us? Can we be 
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that congregation, while striving to tamp down our inclinations to think, “What’s in it 

for us?” With God’s help, I know we can. 

There is another part of today’s gospel that I care to point out. It is the final 

verse, 38, and Jesus says, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you 

give will be the measure you get back.” I had trouble with this one, to be honest. First 

of all, what is a ‘measure’ and why is it being put in my lap? Second of all, and more 

importantly, is Jesus suddenly doing an about-face with the prosperity gospel? Just last 

week, Pastor Ginger showcased how Christ’s message thoroughly runs counter to the 

message that material prosperity is an indication of God’s favor. But now, concluding 

the same sermon, Jesus is saying that by the measure that we give, so will be the 

measure that we get back. Even though some prosperity gospel preachers can easily 

run with that, what Jesus is saying here falls in-line with what he has been preaching 

all along.  

We have to imagine the scenario. Pockets in clothing had not been invented 

yet. Yes, it was a bleak existence. They had no pockets, but they had robes and 

cinctures that were tied like belts around their waists. If they wanted to buy some 

things -- say… grains and other larger commodities -- from someone else but had no 

other way to carry it, they’d lift up the top part of their robe so it formed one deep 

pocket, held up by their hands and the cincture. 

What Jesus is saying is that when we are generous, merciful, and loving, we are 

suddenly going to start seeing how God has always been generous, merciful, and 

loving to us. It’s those elements of grace that God is giving us, similar to a merchant. 

But unlike most merchants, God is not stingy with the various gifts given to us. God 
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is packing those gifts into our pocket, shaking all the air out, and making it overflow 

to the point that we have no idea how we are going to handle it all. That is the image 

that Jesus uses to finish his sermon. 

It’s nice to clarify that imagery, but I admit that a gracious merchant who is 

densely packing various gifts into my robe doesn’t fully resonate with experiences in 

my life, nor yours. So, what image can we use today to describe a gift that is dense, has 

multiple elements to it, and there is more of it than you and I will ever need? That’s 

right: God’s grace toward us is like a giant loaf of fruitcake. [Is fruitcake the best allegory of 

God’s grace. Ehh… But play along with me for a minute.] So we get this giant loaf of 

fruitcake, and the question remains: what do we do with it? We could take God’s 

fruitcake of grace and place it on a shelf. Or… better yet… we can do something with 

this grace. We can enjoy it. We can taste it. We can see that its best use is not sitting 

on a shelf, but freely sharing it with others. 

God has indeed been generous, merciful, and loving toward us. Those are the 

elements that compose God’s grace. Christ’s message today for us is to not put that 

grace on a shelf. Instead, go and be a congregation that is generous, merciful, and 

loving to others… expecting nothing in return. Yet, Christ finishes his sermon with a 

promise. The promise is that as we go about being a congregation that is generous, 

merciful, and loving to others -- expecting nothing in return -- our eyes will be opened 

to the many ways that God has always been offering us a hefty gift of grace. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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