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A few years ago, a friend of mine raised this question on Facebook: What is your favorite 

Christmas movie? Scores and scores of people replied -- It’s a Wonderful Life / A Christmas Story / 

Love Actually -- even Bill Murray’s Scrooged was mentioned a few times. Overall, the original question 

and the comments that followed were warm-hearted. And because of that, I was hesitant to share 

my answer. I was hesitant to share because most people would think that my favorite Christmas 

movie was completely out of left field. Let alone the fact that the movie makes no overt comments 

about Christmas and that it is rated R. The movie is called “Children of Men.” It was released in 2006, 

and it is one of the best films from the last decade, in my opinion.  

The year is 2027 and the setting is Britain. For some unknown reason, 18 years prior all the 

women of the world suddenly were no longer able to become pregnant. So imagine that: the 

youngest people in the world are now 18 years old, and the world as we know it will come to an end 

in a matter of decades. In that world, most of the societies have completely collapsed, including 

America. Those places are desolate war zones, and the only remaining society that stands is the 

island of Britain. Yet Britain survives only by a thread. It is now a police state. This society is 

brimming with fear of the foreign refugees who are desperately seeking to enter Britain’s gates. Also 

still, terror attacks from Britain’s own citizens are common occurrences. That is because different 

factions of the society are battling for their chance at dominance, even in a world coming to an end. 

In the midst of all that, there is an ordinary man who has an extraordinary task thrust upon him: 

there is a young woman -- a refugee -- inside of Britain who is pregnant, and this man needs to get 

her to safety. All the while, if she falls into the hands of any of Britain’s ideological factions, they will 

use her and her baby as tools for their violent agendas. 

Like I said, Children of Men has no overt acknowledgements of Christmas. There are hidden 

references to the nativity story sprinkled throughout the movie, as well as references to famous 

works of Christian art. But I see it as a Christmas movie -- better still, an Advent movie -- because of 
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the central question of the plot. Of all things, can a baby actually bring hope to a dark and broken 

world? <Can a baby actually bring hope to a dark and broken world?> 

Our lesson from Isaiah this morning is most familiar to us Christians because Matthew’s 

gospel uses it to point toward Jesus. However, this story had a deep meaning to it long before 

Matthew or Jesus came along. Even still, that original meaning of this story points us to a theme that 

is central to the Advent faith. 

There had been a unified nation of the Hebrew people under kings David and Solomon, but 

in time that nation split and became two feuding sibling nations. The northern kingdom was called 

Israel, with the city of Samaria as its capital, and the southern kingdom was Judah, with Jerusalem as 

its capital. As our lesson begins, King Ahaz of the southern kingdom is facing the reality that the 

northern kingdom has already aligned itself with the nation of Aram in order to invade Ahaz’s 

southern kingdom. As would be expected, King Ahaz and all the people of Judah are in a state of 

complete dread. They must defend themselves against two approaching armies. The world is about 

to collapse around them. All will be lost. The enemies are at the gates. Verse 2 of this chapter says 

the hearts of King Ahaz and his people “shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind.” 

In a world that is seemingly about to collapse, God sends the prophet Isaiah to King Ahaz 

to speak a word while the armies of Israel and Aram advance. Isaiah tells Ahaz to stand strong. He 

attempts to reassure Ahaz that these two armies will not prevail, even using those common biblical 

words: do not fear. The armies seem threatening, but they are weak. Then, in verse 9, just before our 

lesson begins, Isaiah says, “If you do not stand firm in faith, you shall not stand at all.” 

Our reading then begins with God offering any sign that Ahaz wants in order to prove what 

the prophet has just said will come to be. Not just any sign, though. God says, “Ask a sign of the 

Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” That is quite an offering. Not just any 

earthly sign, but even any divine sign in order to prove to Ahaz that he should trust God that the 

invaders will not prevail. 

Ahaz replies with what sounds like a pious statement, “I will not ask, and I will not put the 

Lord to the test.” Ahaz’s words are clothed in piety, but underneath that clothing is the truth: Ahaz 
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will not trust God even if God were to show him a sign. So Isaiah lit into the untrusting King Ahaz: 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 

a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

Isaiah is saying, “Listen here, you incompetent twerp. You might not be able to hear this 

message of reassurance, so you are going to see it. See that pregnant woman over there? Her child is 

going to be born and named Immanuel -- GOD IS WITH US. By the time the boy is two years old 

and knows right from wrong, those invading armies will be gone, and the boy will be enjoying this 

land of milk and honey.” 

Isaiah’s words are a harsh condemnation against an untrusting king. Ahaz only sees the 

doom and gloom of the enemies at hand, and he puts no trust and no hope whatsoever in God. The 

prophet Isaiah points to a woman standing there, pregnant, and says that she will name the child 

Immanuel -- “God is with us.” We can guess what had been running through that woman’s mind. 

She -- like everyone else in Jerusalem -- knew that two armies were at the gates. She likely is full of 

fear that she will be dead before the child is ever born. Yet she -- and anyone else hearing the 

prophet’s condemnation of the king -- are now given hope. Hope that they can trust in God. Hope 

that a child is the sign that God has not abandoned them to a dark and broken world. Hope that -- 

although many will likely die in this battle -- the world as they know it will not come to an end. 

“Trust me!” God says, cries, proclaims, even shows. “Trust me.” Ultimately, Ahaz failed to trust 

God. Instead, he put his trust in the Assyrian kingdom, which helped his Judah for a while, but 

eventually this decision led to the Assyrian takeover. The seeds of Ahaz’s mistrust led to his people 

enduring centuries of being occupied by powerful outside nations.  

Normally, that is how the story of Ahaz would end. Even though Ahaz would not put his 

trust in God, God can still unexpectedly work through him. The beginning verses of Matthew’s 

gospel consists of a lengthy genealogy that most people skip over. Tucked in the middle of that list 

of names is Ahaz, and the list concludes with another name: Joseph. A man who builds homes for a 
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living, yet this life is under the oppressive occupation of an outside nation, instigated by the distrust 

of his ancestor. An angel appears to this descendent of King Ahaz in a dream, beginning with the 

common biblical words, “Do not fear.” Do not be afraid to take Mary as his wife. Trust that the 

child is from the Holy Spirit. Name the child Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

Joseph awakes from the dream. I imagine that he could have looked at the world around him -- the 

Roman occupation, a betrothed young woman suddenly pregnant -- and Joseph could have swatted 

the idea away and say it was all just a dream. He could have dismissed the whole notion, similar to 

Ahaz’s dismissal of any sign from God. But, instead, Joseph trusts the Lord.  

There are times in life that we need to take an honest look at the world around us. It might 

seem like the world is crumbling all around; that nothing is going right, all is in vain, and that death 

is knocking at the door. We can stand there like the spineless King Ahaz, putting no trust in God 

and whimpering how it is all coming to an end. Or we can stand there like the prophet Isaiah, like 

the pregnant woman, like Joseph, and we can say, “This is going to be a fight, but God is on our 

side. God will prevail. So get ready, people: God has not abandoned us.” That is what Advent hope 

is. Advent hope is not a whimpering hope in the face of this world. Advent hope is not a feel-good 

word written on cards in a gilded font, yet bearing no application to the world in which we live. 

Advent hope is looking at the problems facing us and choosing not to cower or hide. Advent hope 

is when people of God express their anger at the injustices of this world, because they know it can 

and should be better. Advent hope is trusting in God to get us through an unknown future. Advent 

hope has the guts to face what threatens us and boldly proclaim, “Immanuel: God IS with us.” 

Amen. 
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