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Welcome to All Saints! We warmly greet you in the name of Christ and give God thanks
for your presence today. Whether you are visiting or are looking for a new church home,
we’re glad you’re here! Please use the guest card in the pew rack to share your contact
information, questions, prayer concerns, etc.
Mask Policy: Throughout the pandemic, the All Saints Church Council has in good faith
studied the data and messaging from health officials. Based on the recently updated
recommendations of the CDC and the South Carolina Synod, the Council of All Saints has
reinstated the policy of wearing masks for worship services and inside-gatherings. As
always, “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.” (Romans 12:9-10)
For the hearing impaired, printed copies of the sermons and large print bulletins are
available on the bulletin table in the Narthex. Individual hearing loop systems are also
available for use during worship. Ask an usher.
In order to be fully present to God in worship, please silence your cell phone. We
encourage the discipline of silence for personal devotion and prayer upon entering
worship, as well as during the prelude and other musical offerings.
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The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
PRELUDES
How Great Our Joy!

arr. Anne Krentz Organ

Still, Still, Still

arr. Anne Krentz Organ

'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime

arr. Anne Krentz Organ

Adeste Fideles

arr. Kris Litman-Koon

Silken Sounds

arr. Brian Wentzel

We stand.

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE
Joy to the world, the Lord has come! Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing!
Let us pray.
Gather us in, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, Love from the beginning, Word made
flesh, Breath of heaven.
On this holy night, as we gather to pay homage to the holy child given to us, open the
mangers of our hearts to welcome the King, Jesus Christ, the Lord.
Amen.
Dear people of God, hear the good news: The Word made flesh has come among us.
God’s love is given to you as the most precious gift of all.
O come, let us adore him!
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GATHERING HYMN

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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GREETING
Beloved of God, called to be saints: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Angels We Have Heard on High
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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We sit.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
6
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
MUSICAL OFFERING

In Excelsis Gloria!

- Peeters

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11–14
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!”
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.”
(continued on next page)
9

16

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
18
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
17

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit.

HOMILY
We stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Choir -
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NICENE CREED
United with the whole church throughout the world, we declare our faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
(continued on next page)
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
We kneel or sit and observe a brief silence.

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout the
world to proclaim the good news of God’s incarnation to all who seek salvation, hope,
and new life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in power
who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy,
good, and holy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain,
despair, or need this night. Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss
makes the Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
12

Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless new
and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid this night.
Pour out your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

We stand.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace
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We stand.

OFFERTORY

What Child Is This
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer
ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this
table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
15

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
16

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.
Thanks be to God.

We sit.

COMMUNION
Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized! When the usher indicates it is time to come
forward, please do so to receive a communion wafer. A chalice will be available for intinction. If you
prefer to not receive the wine, please know that you receive the fullness of Jesus Christ even if you only
partake of one element. After receiving Holy Communion, you may return to your seat. If you need a
pastor to bring you the elements, please indicate that to an usher when they pass your row.

LAMB OF GOD
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Away in a Manger
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

20
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We stand.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
CANDLE LIGHTING
The pastor lights a large candle from the Christ Candle, which symbolizes the Light of the world of whom John's
gospel speaks.

John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
All things came into being through the Word,
and without the Word not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness cannot overcome it.
The ushers light their candles from the pastor’s candle, then light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle.
The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to another. As the candles are being
lit, the Prologue to John’s gospel is proclaimed.
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HYMN OF LIGHT

Silent Night, Holy Night!

Candles are raised during the final verse.
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BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.
The candles are extinguished by snuffing them.

SENDING HYMN

Joy to the World
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

We invite you to
join us for a worship service of

Lessons and Carols
on Sunday, December 26
at 10:00 am.
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